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Foreword 


One of my lecturers in Old Testament joked that Hebrew was 
God’s own personal language, the one God spoke when creating 
the world. This is obviously untrue. People in every corner of the 
world pray to our God in hundreds of languages every single day. 
The Bible has been translated into more tongues than any other book, 
and remains the most highly published text worldwide. 


Translation work is excellent, and gets better with each 
passing year. Here in Malaysia, the Berita Baik version remains an 
excellent Bahasa paraphrase, and the newer Alkitab Versi Borneo 
and forthcoming Alkitab Suci are labors of great love and great 
scholarship. Chinese and Tamil translations have always been good, 
and continue to get stronger with each new publication. The number 
of English versions available is truly dizzying. Why on earth would 
someone bother learning Hebrew? 


If Iam honest, I do not think that Hebrew (or Greek) is truly an 
essential skill for most pastoral leaders, let alone for the common 
Christian. In many seminaries, we force students to take language 
courses; they pass the exams, breathe a sigh of relief, and immediately 
forget everything they learned. It is a waste of time and effort. After all, 
so many of the insights to be gained from the original languages are 
already outlined in the infinite commentaries and articles available in 
even the smallest seminary or university library. Today’s people of 
faith do not need to do the work themselves. We can let the scholars 
do it for us, and spend our time and energy doing something more 
productive. 


But then, here in Southeast Asia, we know that productivity is not 


always the best measure of value. 


Reading the Bible in its original language can truly bring great 
insights into the narrative of faith, that great love story between a 
passionate, faithful God and a wayward, wandering humanity. We 
were created to be loved; I think Genesis is clear on that. But is that 


love ahav, a love characterized by emotion and longing? Is it chesed, 
the fidelity and dependency between a vassal king and his emperor? 
Is it racham, like a mother loves her own child? Is it a love founded 
in tsadiq and mishpat, the practice of righteousness and justice? Or is 
there no word that can truly describe it, but only the most passionate, 
metaphorical language? Deuteronomy, Ruth, Hosea, Leviticus, and 
Song of Songs each witness to a different aspect of God’s love, aspects 
that tend to disappear in translation. 


Simply gaining a feeling for the way that the Hebrews told of 
their God in their own language can help draw us much closer to our 
Beloved as well. The cadence of Hebrew narrative, cause and effect, 
one thing leading to the next, and, and, and... is usually lost in the 
process of conversion to modern language. We also are unable to fully 
appreciate the vast passages of poetry in the Bible without reading in 
Hebrew. Our Bible is not language specific, but in these respects at 
least, perhaps our Muslim sisters and brothers have the right idea. 


For me, however, the real reason to read the Bible in Hebrew 
is found simply in the sheer pleasure of it. Hebrew is a beautiful 
language, one that refuses to roll easily off the tongue, that demands 
to be tasted and savored before each word is pronounced aloud. It is 
not at all difficult to imagine that this culture, the one that produced 
such beautiful words about God, is the one which God first chose to 
carry the message of love and light into the world. And we are told 
that God’s purpose for us is to have life, and to have it abundantly. 
We are made for joy, and the scriptural language can bring us that. 


For we who are Christians, joy is concentrated most powerfully 
and specifically in the incarnate Word of God, the divine come to be 
among us in the person of Jesus Christ. He loves us to the end, and 
directs us to place love of God and others as our greatest impulses in 
life. Encountering the written word of God, which points to the True 
Word of God, in the language it was written can only help us to know, 
and to love, Jesus more—and by extension to love the world that He 
loves. Indeed, studying the Hebrew language is a labor of love. 


I have spoken of the love, but the labor also requires a brief word. 
Learning a language is difficult, and learning an ancient language is 
often more difficult. This is not because of some feature of the language 
itself, but rather because of the way in which it is generally learned or 
taught. Attend a class teaching Bahasa Malaysia or Mandarin in any 
school in this country, and you will find students being encouraged 
to speak with one another, to find creative ways of using language, 
to treat it as a means of communication. But if you take a course in 
ancient Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Arabic, etc... prepare yourself for the 


endless memorizing of charts. 


Humans create language in order to share needs and ideas with 
one another. This is as true for a dead language as it is for a living 
one. It is also true for a scriptural language. Our ancient ancestors 
in the faith knew certain things about God and about life in God's 
world that they wanted to share with others. They wrote them down 
in order to communicate them. And if we faithful people are right, 
the Holy Spirit also desires to communicate through those old words. 
Why do we treat the language of faith as if it were dead? It is spoken 
even today in a living scripture by a living God to take a people who 
are dead and make them alive. 


People working in scholarship and higher education have not had 
the opportunity to incorporate modern language education methods 
in their teaching yet, though it is starting to happen. In Malaysia, 
however, there is a special opportunity to get ahead of the game. 
After all, most people in this country have facility in at least two, if not 
more, modern languages. We have already spent considerable time 
and energy carving out the neural pathways necessary for bilingual 
living. Moreover, we have done so in classrooms using modern 
techniques, through conversation and creativity, and we already 
know it is possible! Learning Hebrew is truly no more difficult than 
learning Bahasa Malaysia, and it is much easier than Chinese, English, 
Tamil, or most of the other tongues spoken every day in this beautiful 
place. So, while there will be labor involved, learning Hebrew truly 
can be a labor of love. 


Labor and love. Each is necessary for truly understanding the 
Christian scriptures. In this book you will find the presence of both. 
The work Stephen Ng has put into this text, and the creativity that 
can be found on every page, reveals the considerable skill he has 
developed with Hebrew in an extremely short period of time. But 
it also reveals a passion for knowing God through the Bible, and for 
encouraging others to learn to read it in Hebrew, that is a rare thing 
indeed. I hope, then, that you find this book to be both effective and 
joyful as you take your first steps. The ideas for learning the letters 
and vowels of Hebrew are unusual but sound, and will help them 
stick in your memory better than any old fashioned textbook ever 
could. The overview of Hebrew grammar is brisk, but gets to the 
heart of what matters and leaves the less-important details to a later 
step of study, which is an excellent strategy. The vocabulary chosen 
for study will give you a good beginning, and help you discover that 
you really can do it, and really can get reading! And the suggestions 
for further study, both electronic tools and paper, will help you take 
the energy and excitement you have built through this book and carry 
them forward into a deeper dialogue with the scriptural texts. 


May you come to know God more deeply! May His Holy Spirit 
fill your heart with delight and joy as you read His Word. And may 
the Word of God, Christ Jesus Himself, as He speaks in your mouth, 
taste as sweet as honey. 


Ezekiel 3:3 
DNS PMD OS NPN PPP PND AA OTN TZ VN TN 


: Ping? WITD "BI MIN] NPN] TPN [DS IN TWN 


Rev. Aaron Decker 

Visiting Lecturer in Old Testament 
Seminari Theoloji Malaysia 
November 2019 
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Preface 


I see God calling to His children everywhere to learn the two 
original languages of the Bible - biblical Hebrew and common (koine) 
Greek. 

There is nothing more beautiful than to read the Old Testament as 
it was written in Hebrew. It is not a language intended for theologians 
but for ordinary people like you and I. 

It helps us to understand God’s word in the context in which it 
was written. That’s why there is resurgence of the Hebrew language 
around the world. 

Even in my case, the passion took me by surprise in May 2019 
when I had a sudden urge to learn biblical Hebrew. Within just four 
months, I was able to read the Old Testament in Hebrew. 

For most people, I did it in record time but through this simple 
book, I want to share how I managed to pick up Hebrew within such 
a short stint. That means you, too, can learn Hebrew without much 
difficulty. 

This book is also for children and youths. Start them young! 
Learning along with me are my 8-year-old daughter Alyson and 
11-year-old son Shaun. This means even your children can pick 
up the language if you start them young. Indeed, this book is also 
designed for them. The scheme of learning Hebrew in this book 
is straightforward: learn the consonants, add the vowels (or the 
niqquods) and you will get the syllables. Combine a few syllables, you 
will get a word. Arrange the words, you will get the full sentence. 

Learning to read the Hebrew Bible is not difficult. Reading and 
understanding the text is a lifelong journey. 

I wish to thank Rev Aaron Decker for checking through the 
contents and my long-time brother-in-Christ Vincent Yeoh for 
proofreading. 


Stephen Ng 
23 September 2019 
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What on Earth is that? 


THE TEXT JUST before this page is taken from Genesis 1: 1-5. 


What on earth is that? Bean sprouts! I almost blurted out when I 
first peeped into the Hebrew Bible on my phone. 


When I first started learning biblical Hebrew on my own, I had 
no idea how to even start. The characters certainly looked like bean 


sprouts to me. 


So, if you feel that too, do not be alarmed! I know exactly how 
you are feeling now! But by the end of this book, you should be able 
to read the Hebrew Bible. 


To be able to read the Hebrew text, you need to go back to the 
basics: learn the Alphabet. English has 26 letters from A to Z but 
Hebrew has only 22 consonants. In one week, you should be able to 


learn all 22 consonants if you do four or five a day! 


The alphabet is the basic building blocks for the language. With 
the twenty-two consonants and the vowels, words are constructed 


and you put them together to form sentences. 
So, what’s so difficult about Hebrew? 


Before going to the next page, scan the QR code below and listen 
to this song on Youtube. Enjoy! 


https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=-OLSBeX5uYw 





You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Interlude 


Additional Aids for Learning Hebrew for Children. Scan the QR 
codes using your mobile phone. If you do not have the scanner, 
download 'QR code scanner’ on your phone 








CO Ee a 


AlephBeth Song 
by KobiSnir Learning 
AlephBeth 





else: 
z 






Sesame Street: Sesame Street 
Learning on Mitzvah 
Numbers 





You Can't Read Hebrew? 


The First 
Four Letters 


THE ALEF OR Aleph X is the first 
Hebrew alphabet, but it is not equivalent 
to the vowel ‘a’ in the English alphabet. That’s because in 
Hebrew, there are no vowels like our a-e-i-o-u. They only 






have 22 consonants. 


At first glance, Xx looks like a capital N but it is written 
more like an X. does not lend a sound to the syllable. 
It is like the silent ‘h’ in the English word ‘hour’, where the 
‘Y’ is a silent letter. That’s why they call the 
guttural (or silent) letter. It has lost its voice. 


consonant a 


The last letter is Tau or Tav el 
Therefore, when Elohim! said, “I am the 
and the a |, He is saying, ‘Iam the First 
and the Last, the Beginning and the End.’” 


In this book, I will use the two different 
fonts: the block form to help you with 
your writing and the fanciful Accordance 
font in the rest of the book. 

Remember, Hebrew is written from 
right to left. So, start orientating yourself writing from 
right to left. This is how you write Aleph and Tav. 


eS from right to left. Ss from right to left. 


Aleph 





| Translated as 'God' in the English language 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 






a is the second letter of the alphabet. It is 

| known as Beth. It gives the sound like that 
of the ‘b’ in English, as in ‘ball’. 

Beth aa also has a cousin sister by the name of Veth, 

but she does not have a mole on her face. In Hebrew, 

the little dot ¢ is called the dagesh. Once, = gets her dagesh 

removed, she looks like her cousin sister, mm. 


Veth lends the ‘v’ sound to the syllable 
as in the word ‘have.’ This is how you 
write the two sister letters mand 


4 
a 
ae, 


Now, if you put Aleph X and Beth's 
cousin sister, Veth ml together, you have 





the word for Father. Elohim is our Father. 





‘Av’ meaning ‘Father 


If you are still wondering how to pronounce this word, 
it’s as simple as saying ‘Av’ like the way you pronounce 
the word ‘avenue’. A brilliant combination of two simple 
characters mys and the other _- and we have Elohim as 
our Father! 







You Can't Read Hebrew? 





y/ 


Gimmel | 
4 there are no giraffes, they say it looks more like a 


The third letter of the Hebrew alphabet 
is not a‘C’ but a giraffe-like character with 
















two legs and a long neck. Because in Israel 


camel. Her name is Gimmel. It lends the sound of a “g’ 
to the syllable. 


After Gimmel comes the fourth letter, 
Daleth “Te Daleth gives the sound of the 
letter, ‘d’. 


Doesn’t our "T look like a dressing 
table seen from the side? Now, you have 
learned the first four letters of the alphabet. 
Can you start practising to write these four 


Daleth 


letters? 





i x would be happy to see that you are serious about 
learning the language. After all, He used it to put together 
the Hebrew Scriptures. 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 


The Second Set 


IF YOU ONLY spend 10 minutes every 
day to practise writing four letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet, you would have 





finished learning all 22 consonants in just less than one 


week! 


I cannot take the excuse of people who say that they 
cannot even spend 10 minutes a day when Elohim has 
given each of us 24 hours ina day. He does not shortchange 


us even by one second! 
So, Hey rt, let’s press ont | has an opened mouth 
to shout, rl ” 1 ‘ rm (Hallelujah!)." This looks very 


mutch like the last letter Tav § | which has a foot that looks 
stylish. 1 doesn’t have a foot to stand on. Hey, don’t trip! 


That’s how you can differentiate the two characters. rl 
has the sound of a ‘h’ consonant, while nm has a ‘t’ sound 
to it. 


Does it sink in now? Start writing it before you forget: 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 









Vav 7 is also sometimes known as 
‘wau’. It is pronounced as a ‘w’ with ‘au’ 
sound formed using the rounded lips. It 
works like the English letter ‘w’. So, before you practise 
writing the alphabet, say, “Wow! This is so easy to write. It 
looks like a beansprout.” 


Next, with just two strokes, 
I can write Zayin )} which has 
the sound of a ‘z’. From the 
side, it looks like a soldier who 
is standing at attention and 
saluting to his general. When 
the trumpet is blown, ) starts 
marching forward like a brave 
soldier. That's Zayin. Number 
plates for military vehicles 
often begin with a'Z’. 


} 


Zayin 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Next, we have the eighth letter, rT - the 
Chet or Het. It makes the sound ‘ch’. I 
remember the musician Johann Sebastian 





Bach, whose name has an ending that sounds like a ‘ch’. 


TT looks like the other two letters that we have learned, 


but it does not have the opened mouth like the Hey rt or 
the stylish foot like the Tav ‘gl 


This is how I write it: 





Take a break now. Have a drink before you continue. 


Now, if I put all three letters together, I can differentiate 
them one from another. 








Now, take a piece of paper and start to practise writing 
the four letters: 


mi aim 












You Can't Read Hebrew? 


9th & 10th Letters 


YOU ARE NEARLY halfway to the finishing line. Elohim 
has never given up on you, so do you want to give up 
Hebrew now? 

If you think Hebrew is difficult, let me 
tell you that even kindergarten children can 





make the sound ‘tet-tet-tet.” Can you a it? 
This is how you write the letter Tet, in 


Hebrew. 


Yod or Yud : is the smallest letter in the 

= Hebrew alphabet. It works like the ‘y’ 
consonant. When Jesus said in Aramaic 

Yod "| (Matthew 5:18), and later translated into 


Greek as Jota, He was using the letter " to explain that even 
the smallest detail in God’s Word will be fulfilled. Nothing, 
not even the letter , escapes His notice. 


That is why, when the scribes copied the manuscript, 
not even the goes missing in the process. So, you should 
at least learn to write the 


Take a break now. Have a cup of coffee. 


Learning a language can be fun <) >) 
and rewarding. \ / 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 


K,L,M,N 


1 2 1 
\ =| 
J} } DY) | A] | -7 
Nun 3 FinalMem =O sl ra) Lamed 5 
AFTER YOU HAVE reached the tenth letter 7 you should 
remember we now have four letters that are very close to 


the English alphabet — the K, L, M and N. 














es) is pronounced as Kaf or sometimes, 
Kap. Now, do you remember our letter 
Beth m™ which has a cousin sister Veth 
without the dagesh mole =? 


Kaf 2 also has a cousin sister without 
the dagesh, known as Khaf or Kha. It is 
written as mx. 


The easiest way to remember this 
is: the letter Kaf D> or Beth = has a 
masculine sound to it, while the khaf or 
Kha = and = Veth has a more feminine 
sound to it. For those who know a bit of 
the Thai language, it’s like saying, “How 
are you?” in Thai: 

e “Kup Kun Kap” to a male person; and 


e “Kup Kun Kha” (with a lighter sound 
‘kha’) to a female person. 


Now start practise writing = and ea) : 





You Can't Read Hebrew? 
After that, lightning strikes the ‘L’ and 


we have the Lamed. Combined with 


the Aleph x you now have ON (Al or 
EI, another name of God). Kuala Lumpur 


is KL, in short, and I just write, 2) Now, 


practise writing ~: 


The next letter is ro. This is equivalent 
to the ‘m’ letter in English. Here, I 
want to introduce to you a Hebrew 
word that is pronounced, ‘me-ra-khe-fet’ 
OMT. It is used in Genesis 1:2 
to describe how the Spirit of Elohim was 
hovering above the waters. This word has 
the Mem letter. Can you recognise it? 


Finally, we have arrived at noon, | Is 
it 12 noon now? a has the sound of an ‘n’ 


consonant. It is pronounced 
as Nun with the emphasis on 


the u-vowel or simply ‘noon’. 





This is how you write eA It looks like 
the handle of a door. Try to write both 
these letters. 









You Can't Read Hebrew? 


From Samech 
to Tsade 


TO SPELL THE word Mount Sinai, 
I need a Samech °. 


D 


Samech 






The a) is equivalent a7 a) 


to the ‘s’ consonant in the : 
Sodom 





English alphabet. If I want 
to spell the city of Sodom and the pool of Siloam, I will need 
the &/. So, I better learn how to write Samech many times 
until I can close both eyes and write it confidently. 


The name Ayin By sounds like the 
name of the Chinese girl-next-door. The 
Chinese like to call people by their last 
names with the prefix Ah. So, ifthe girl next 
door is Lee Su Yin, I can probably just call 
her Ah Yin in short. A Singaporean friend 
of mine, however, prefers to remember it 


as the invisible eyes in the letter Y. 


uv has lost her voice because RY works a bit 
like the Aleph $N. Both are silent (or guttural) letters. Before 
you go on, try writing Ayin 


Ilike to sa 





You Can't Read Hebrew? 


When it comes to the letter 5, I have 
a problem to ‘pay’ you. The m= has a 
dagesh ‘mole’ in it, so I pronounce it as Pey. 


It works like a ‘p’. 


But, 5 also has a cousin sister 5 
which does not have the dagesh and it is 
pronounced. with a feminine sound, Fey. 
She sounds more like the consonant ‘f’ (as 
in fellowship or Felicia). 





The Hebrew word for ‘righteousness’ 
“ “I = (Tzadiq). It uses the letter Tsade 
which comes with the ‘tz’ sound. That’s 
why Jewish te names have spellings 
* 
like Kaitzer | 


Now, can you try to write = 








You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Q, KR, Sh & T 







WE ARE COMING to the finishing line of 
(P the Alphabet race. 

P looks like a ‘p’ in the English 
alphabet. But, wait a minute, Hebrew does not always have 
to follow the English alphabet. After all, Hebrew predates 
the English language. 

Pe is Qof in the Hebrew alphabet. It works like the ‘q: 
in English. If you can write Hebrew from right to left, 
is the mirror image of q, no? A couple of other 
consonants and vowels in Hebrew are also mirror images 
of the English equivalents. I will show you more later but 


for now, learn to write | first: 


Resh 7] is another good example of 
the mirror image of the letter ‘r’ in the 


English alphabet. If I want to spell Rachel 


rT a I have to learn to write the letter 
~). It works like the English alphabet, ‘r’. 





You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Shin a] is the equivalent of ‘Sh’. It has 
the other form, pronounced as Sinn 
With just a dot, I can change a Shin Ww to 






a Sinn : 
Imagine that I am standing on the left side of U As 


I have to stretch my arm very far to reach the little table 
tennis ball, I have to prolong the sound, ‘S-H-I-N’ (stretch 


as long as you can) until I can reach it. 


[ 


Shin 
When the ball is nearer to me, I just have 


to say a short ‘S-I-N-N’ and I can reach the 
ball. That’s how I remember the difference 


between w and am 


; 33 
Sinn va 
While Ww is ‘sh’, Ww works more like the equivalent of 
the consonant ‘s’ in English. 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 


The last letter is Tav gh God said, I 
am the $% and the a |. We already learnt 





this on page 3. But you won't regret if you 
practise writing both letters again because God feels they 
are important enough to use when describing Himself as 
the Beginning and the End. 





Within just a short span of time, you have successfully 
learned the 22 consonants of the Hebrew alphabet! There is 
no magic in this but with some fun and a passion to want to 
learn the language, you can easily embark on your journey 
to read the Hebrew Bible. 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 


A Word of Motivation 


Incidentally, did you know that Psalm 119 has 176 
verses, and every eight verses begin with one letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet? If you multiply the 22 consonants with 
eight verses each, you get 176 verses. Somehow, we lost the 
beauty of the alphabetic acrostics in Hebrew poetry when 
the Bible was translated into English. Psalm 119 shows how 
God organises His word beautifully as mnemonics for those 
who need to recite and remember it. Isn't that amazing? 


Psalm 119 Begins with 
verses the letter verses the letter 


161-168 
169-176 





Pe tee 
Ss bees 
ee | 
es ae 
ee ee 
ee 
pee | | 
mA eee 
eee | 
ee | 
Ee ee 








You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Before we go to the Sofits, try to practise writing the 
Hebrew alphabet once again. Here is another good song for 
those who can sing along (scan the QR code below using 
your mobile phone): 


Handy Hebrew block font writing a“ 


= x t. 
Daleth Gimmel ‘| | Beth 
Chet Zayin T |] vav 4 

* a 
Final Kaf 7 3] | Yod , 









FI 


7 


Tsade 


. 
Scan the QR code to 
listen to the alphabet song 







You Can't Read Hebrew? 


The Sofits 


THE SOFITS ARE not soft; rather, they are letters of the 
alphabet that are at the end of a word. 


There are five consonants which have a final form of the 
letter. This is very common with the Semitic languages. 


Only five consonants have the Sofits. They are also 
known as the Kaf sofit (or final Kaf) and so on. In four cases, 
it’s the same character but written with a longer tail. They 
a 


Final Kaf 


re: 
Final Pey *) 
Final Tsade ia 


The Kaf sofit | is written like the 
handsome daleth J (which looks like a 
dressing table) but it has a slightly longer 
tail. 







| 


Final Kaf 7 


- 


Final Kaf 






You Can't Read Hebrew? 


The Mem sofit oO is like a box. 







Final Mem 


Nund is slightly straightened to form a 
tail | to become the Nun sofit. 


Final Nun 


5 is straightened to form its own tail to 
become the Pey sofit ey : 


Tsade me also has its final form Y. 


When ‘tz’ is somewhere in the beginning 
or the middle of a Hebrew word, for example, 
Kaitzer 1 S - Pp it appears as a When 
it is at the end of the Hebrew word for Earth 


( y itis written as _ . 


That's all about the final forms or the sofits of our five 
consonants. It’s time for you to give yourself a pat on the 
back as you have finished the first mile in your marathon. 
Take a rest. Enjoy some fruits. 


20 
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Benefits of 
Learning Hebrew 


SO FAR, YOU HAVE learned the 22 consonants of the 
Hebrew alphabet. Before we proceed to learn the vowels, 
let’s look at why we want to learn Hebrew. 


Reason No 1: Connecting with God 


The only way for us to "connect" with any people 
group or tribe is to first learn their language. Cross-cultural 
missionaries spend the first one or two years of their lives 
in the mission field learning the language. Similarly, for 
us to connect with God and understand His heartbeat, we 
should learn the languages that He chose to use when He 
communicated His Word. Hebrew is what He used for the 
Old Testament. 


Reason No 2: It Enriches Your Brain 


In ancient Hebrew, only the consonants were used 
to form words. Familiarity with the words helped the 
ancient readers to recognise the words. For example, if I 
write, ‘FTBLL’ without the vowels, most people would 
immediately recognise it as football. 


Therefore, learning Hebrew helps to strengthen our 
memory and the power of recognition of words. This is 
a good reason why old people should all the more learn 
Hebrew. 


Reason No 3: 
Activate the Amygdala 


A research study has shown that we 


can prevent diseases of old age such as Scan this QR code to see 


brief documentary on the 
activation of the Amygdala. 
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Alzheimer's or Dementia by actively learning a new 
language. Learning something new like Hebrew will help 
to activate the amygdala in the brain. 


The amygdala was active when we were children. 
People who do mundane jobs will end up suffering from 
Alzheimer's or Dementia because their amygdala becomes 
inactive. Amygdala is what helps to create the neural 
connections in the brain. 


Reason No 4: Activate Both Sides of the Brain 


Dr Edlin Abraham, a local Hebrew teacher who has 
been teaching biblical Hebrew for more than 30 years, in his 
book, “Hebrew — Language of the Old Testament”, outlines 
some of the benefits (which I summarise): 


¢ Most of us are right-handed; therefore, we only use the 
left side of our brain. Because Hebrew is written from 
right to left, learning to read and write in Hebrew will 
help us develop a different set of motor skills over time. 


e Because Hebrew is foreign to many of us, our memory 
will be strengthened gradually. This explains why I 
am able to remember so many Hebrew words within a 


short period of time. 


e Hebrew is a language where its logic creates new 
thought patterns. Abraham claims that 46% of the best 
lawyers are Jewish. 


Reason No 5: Hebrew text is full of meanings 


Iam not talking about mysticism or when the rabbis try 
to theologise over one word. I am talking about the meaning 
behind the names of people, places and the beauty of the 
poetic Hebrew especially when it comes to the Psalms. 
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There are so many answers one can get from reading 
the Bible in the Hebrew text. For example, we will answer 
in a later chapter the question whether God spoke to the 
Israelites as individuals or as a nation when He gave them 
the Ten Commandments. 


Like most people, I, too, started at Ground Zero. I could 
never imagine how I was able to pick up so many words to 
add to my vocabulary. 


I will show you how to go about learning to read the 
Hebrew Bible and build your vocabulary in the process. 
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Interlude 


Relax, scan the QR codes and enjoy the music. 





Baruch HaBa Shir Ahava 
Beshem Adonai 


Bawa 


ee a 
aes 


Ave-nu Adon Hakavod 








Ma Navu Adonai Ori 
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The Niqquods: 
What's that? 


SOMETHING ABOUT THE vowels before we learn to form 
syllables which come together to make up words. 


Why the Niqquods? 


The vowels in Hebrew are known as the niqquods. 
Because over the past 2000 years, Jews were scattered all 
over the world, most of them had lost their mother tongue. 
As the ancient Hebrew manuscripts were mainly composed 
of only the consonants and their sofits, there was a need to 
preserve the correct pronunciation of the Hebrew words 


We have seen that the consonantal word FTBLL only 
comprises five consonants. Unless we see the context in 
which the word is used, we cannot figure out what the 
word means or how it is pronounced. 


e WLKT PLY FTBLL. 
e THS BTITLS MD F PLYCRBNT. 


In the first sentence, we can figure out the consonantal 
word PLY is ‘play’ and the sentence would read: ‘We like to 
play football.’ 


But, we would have some difficulty figuring out that 
PLY can also mean ‘poly’ in the second sentence, unless 
we already have some background knowledge of the word 
‘polycarbonate’. What more if we have to figure out the 
whole sentence! 


Jews who had forgotten their mother tongue needed the 
vowels to help them to read the Hebrew text. This is why 
in the 9th or 10th century, the Masoretic Jewish scholars 
created the niqquods or the Jewish system of vowels. 
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The niqquods were like the crutches people have to use 
when they cannot walk. 


When the scribes copied the biblical manuscripts, 
they had to preserve every word. The Niqquod system is, 
therefore, a good compromise. 


By putting the pointings (dots and dashes), the 
consonantal words as they appear in the ancient Hebrew 
text would remain untouched, yet the ordinary Jews would 
be able to figure out how to pronounce the words with the 
help of the vowel system. 


Suddenly, with the vowel system, these two sentences 
above have become more readable: 


e WE LIKE TO PLAY FOOTBALL. 
e THIS BOTTLE IS MADE OF POLYCARBONATE. 
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The Mnemonics for 
the Nigquods? 


SINCE THIS BOOK is for people with zero knowledge of 
Hebrew, I will use mnemonics to help you remember the 
niqquods. 


This has been tested with even children as young as 
eight years old. If it is so simple that they can understand it, 
you too need not struggle with the niqquods. 

Here is how I learned the niqquods after struggling with 
them for a couple of weeks: 


SS 


THE NIQQUODS 


A 
é 
A a mo U 


QUBBUTS 
A 


el ae Be a 


HATAF |] HATAF HATAF 
PATAH []QAMATS SEGOL 





To learn a language, one has to be a child again. I love 
one Youtube video produced for children which teaches 
them how the niqquods function. 


However, I have also created the mnemonics 
to help you recognise immediately and 
remember the niqquods for life. 


First, observe how the niqquods are all 


grouped together according to the vowels https://www-youtube.com/ 
watch?v=UbX1NrKvvHM 





that they represent. Each niqquod within the 
grouping represents a different intonation. 
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For example, the patah has a short vowel ‘a’ while the 
gamats has a long vowel ‘a.’ But can we remember all these 
niqquods? 


Part One 


Here is how: 


1) The a-vowel goes with the ones with the dashes. 
Even the hataf patah or the hataf qamats represent the 
a-vowel because they have a dash. All other vowels are 
represented by the dots. So, as long as you see a dash, 
you know it is the a-vowel. Get it? 


2) The e-vowels are the ones with two or more dots. So, 
if you see any niqquod that has two or more dots, it is 
almost certain to be an e-vowel. 


3) Vowels ‘i’, ‘o’ and ‘u’ have only one dot each. 
Remember the acronym which we are so used to, 
I-O-U which means ‘I owe you’. 


Now, look at the position of the dot. 


e The i-vowel is a dot at ground level. Isn’t this the 
mirror image of the ‘i’ in the English alphabet which 
has its dot on top? We call this one dot the hireq. 

If I emphasise the ‘i’ like this, ‘h*I*req’, you will 
remember the hireq is the i-vowel. 

e Now, imagine you are picking up a small tennis ball 
from the ground represented by the dot in the hireq. 
Say, ‘I’ as you throw the tennis ball up as high as you 
can. Once it reaches the top, say ‘o’ (the ‘o’ vowel or the 
‘h*O*lem’) until the ball lands on someone's hand. 


e When it lands on his hand, end with an abrupt ‘u’. 
This is the Sh*U*ruq and it gives the sound of the 
u-vowel. 
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In summary, you have one dot for each of the i-o-u 
vowels. As you toss the ball up, say ‘I’, then switch to 
saying ‘O’ until the ball lands on someone’s hand and 
you end with ‘U’. So, you have I-O-U. Simple, right? 


4) The u-vowel has the other exception which has three 
dots. This is the q*U*bbutz which looks like a ball 
bouncing down the staircase. 


Now, pat yourself on the shoulder! Within such a 
short time, you have already learned the groupings of each 
niqquod. Was it that difficult? eal tales ct led eho 


* Patah is a short ‘a’ vowel 

£ Qamats is a long ‘a’ vowel 7 
Part Two = It takes a shorter time to draw a? 

* dash compared to a qamats which * 


5) Now, how do you remember _ : has to take longer time to draw two } 
. ¢ strokes. This is how I differentiate * 
® the two ‘a’ vowels. : 


eococee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


the names of each vowel? 
e To begin with, we have the vowel ‘a’. It is easy to 
remember the names if you use this mnemonics: 
e p*A*tah is like a stick, which you can easily 
break into a few smaller sticks. 
e q*A*mats sounds like comets, right? I sometimes 
spell it as qamets so that we can easily remember 
it as comets with a tail. Doesn’t the qamats look 
like it has a tail, much like Halley Comet’s tail? 
e The e-vowels are: 
- ts*E*re: Here, we have two horizontal dots. 
- sh*E*wa: Here, we have two vertical dots. 
- s*E*gol: This is the one with three dots in an 
inverted triangular shape. 
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For the three vowels, ‘i’, ‘o’ and ‘u’ , which are 
represented by one dot, we just have to remember the 


following mnemonics. 
6) The ‘I-O-U’ vowels: 
e h*I*req: We already know that the dot at the 


bottom gives the i-vowel sound; therefore, it 
is easy to remember it as the h*I*req. 


¢ h*O*lem: The dot at the top is the o-vowel; 
hence, we call it the h*O*lem. 


¢ sh*U*ruq;: This is the dot represented by the 
baseball that lands on the mid-shelf of a Hebrew 
alphabet. The sh*U-rug represents the long G-vowel. 


I always remember this as a boy holding the ball. 
Finally, there is the exception: 


¢ q*U*bbutz: The qubbutz or some call it the 
qibbutz which represents the short u-vowel. 


Of course, there are no perfect rules that will help 
you remember the niqquods but with this mnemonic that 
I created, many people find it easier to remember the 
nigquods. 


For beginners, you should at least remember Part One. 
So long as you remember the mnemonics for the a-e-i-o-u 
vowels, you can begin reading your Hebrew Bible. 


You can skip the next two chapters for now. In fact, 
Modern Hebrew treats the niqquods as the same class; 
hence, they do not differentiate between the long and the 
short vowels. 


You can come back to pages 31 to 36 when you are 
ready to learn how to pronounce the Hebrew words 
correctly. 
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Learning the Phonetics 


ONCE YOU HAVE learned the 22 consonants and the 
niqquods, you are one step closer to reading the Hebrew 
Bible. 


Although you should be able to figure out how to read 
the Hebrew Bible, it is good to understand the various 
intonation for the niqquods so that you are able to pronounce 
each word correctly. 


Linguists have designed a system of markings on each 
letter of the English alphabet to help us know the different 
way the vowel is pronounced. Try to familiarise yourself 
with the markings. 


eo MER ia 23a 
PT 8 | | Reticet vowel 
Sanaa 


a 


ah | éh | i 0 u Long Vowel or 
Mater Lectionis 


It is important that you recognise each of the above 





vowel and learn to pronounce each vowel based on its 
intonation. 


¢ asmall curve upwards on top of the vowel a 
represents a reduced vowel. Think of this small curve 
as an incomplete circle. 


¢ ashort straight line above the vowel letter A makes 
it a long vowel. As you draw the straight line, stretch 
your pronunciation of the a-vowel as long as possible 
(hence, the long vowel). 
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¢ asmall arrow head sitting above the vowels 1,0 
and U represent what we call the long vowel or the 
Mater Lectionis for i-, o- and u-vowels. Both the a- and 
e-vowels are accompanied with a ‘h’ sound to it. 


e without any markings, the vowel is a short vowel 


(examples: a, e, i, 0, u). 


You may be asking: Why is it important to learn the 
different intonation? Take the example of the a-vowel. We 
now know that this vowel can be pronounced as a reduced 
vowel a, short a, or the long vowel a. 


Now, let’s look at the example of my son’s name, Shaun. 
The a-vowel used here is the short a-vowel, but supposing if 
I were to spell his name as Shaun. Instead of pronouncing it 
with the short a-vowel, I would have to stretch the a-vowel 
(hence, long a-vowel). The name Shaun with a long a-vowel 
would sound very awkward: “Sh [long a]-Un’. If we do 
not differentiate the short from the long a-vowel, you see 
now that even in the English language, a word can mean 
different things based on a different intonation. 


Only after you have done this phonetic exercise will 
you be able to follow through the different niqquods in 
biblical Hebrew. 
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The Different Intonation 
in Hebrew 


NOW, APPLY THIS knowledge you have learnt from the 
previous chapter in Hebrew for the equivalent of each 
vowel. The tables below may appear complicated but they 
basically point to a different intonation for each Nigqquod. 
That's all! 


In the tables below, this circle represents a Hebrew 
character 


a-vowels 


As you do this, you may want to recap that in Hebrew, 
the a-vowel is the Niqquod that has at least one dash. 


Syllable] Name of | Transliteration | Pronunciation of the a-vowel 
vowel 
T 


Reduced a-vowel 


Like the a-vowel in the word, 


hataf patah 
about, after or arch 
patah Short a-vowel 
Like the a-vowel in the words, 
at, pan, hat, mat, rag, mad 


Long a-vowel 


Like the a-vowel in the words, 
ate, pane, hate, mate, rage, made 


O gamats 
T 


malé 


Long a-vowel: Mater Lectionis 
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e-vowels 


To recap, the niqquods with two or more dots are 
equivalent to the e-vowel. There are three major niqquods 
that represent the e-vowel. 


e —segél (short vowel, pronounced as [e] as in “pet”), 











e — tsére (long vowel which is pronounced [e]] as in “May”) 





e — shewa (this can be a vocal or a silent shewa 


(see page 61) 


Syllable Transliteration | Pronunciation of the e-vowel 
vowel 


oO hataf segol 
Of | 


Reduced e-vowel 


Like the e-vowel in the word: 
Elohim 


Short e-vowel 
Like the e-vowel in the word: pet 
tsére Long e-vowel : Plain 
Like the e-vowel in the word: 
they 

O segol malé Long e-vowel: Mater Lectionis 
Ena 
td 


shewd o/-- Very short neutral vowel 
or schwa Either as Vocal or Silent e-vowel. 
( 
Example of a silent e-vowel: 
slope. 


We have already learned that for the i-o-u vowels, there 





is only one dot and the position of the dot is what determines 
whether it is an i-, o-, or u-vowel 
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i-vowels 


Now, for the i-vowel, note that all the i-vowels are 
pronounced as [i] as in “meet”. There are no reduced 


i-vowel. The niqquods are either the hiriq or the hiriq male. 


Syllable Transliteration | Pronunciation of the i-vowel 
vowel 


roe. | Non-Existent Reduced i-vowel 


hiriq i Short i-vowel 
Like the i-vowel in the words: 
hid, kit, sit, rid, fin 


5 O hiriq malé i Long vowel: Mater Lectionis 
. Like the i-vowel in the words: 
hide, kite, site, ride, fine 


o-vowels 


For the o-vowel, a different way of pronunciation also exists: 


Syllable | Name of Transliteration | Pronunciation of the o-vowel 
vowel 
O hatdf 
° gamats 
O gamats 
gatan 
T 





Reduced o-vowel 


Short o-vowel 
Like the o-vowel in the words: 
rob, hop, cop, not, slop 


Long vowel: Mater Lectionis 


iO holem malé 


IO 





holem Long o-vowel 
Like the o-vowel in the words: 
robe, hope, cope, note, slope 
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u-vowels 


The niqquods that represent the u-vowel will appear as 
a short vowel qubbiits or a long vowel shuruq. 


Name of Transliteration | Pronunciation of the u-vowel 
vowel 


Non-Existent Reduced u-vowel 


qubbuts Short u-vowel 
Like the u-vowel in the words: 


run, bun, gun 


Long Vowel: Mater Lectionis 


Like the u-vowel in the words: 
brutal, tutor, you 
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The Guttural Letters 


THE NEXT THING you have to be aware of is that the 


guttural letters N and J are the silent letters. Gutturals 
are made in the back of the mouth, instead of the front. 
That’s make them special. Instead of lending a sound to 
the syllable like the other consonants, they depend on the 
niqquods for the sound. 

Guttural letters are nothing new. In the English 
language, we also have guttural letters. For example, the ‘h’ 
in the word ‘honest’ is also a guttural letter. You will not be 
able to hear the ‘h’ sound in the word ‘honest’. 


Here are some examples of guttural letters and how the 
vowels lend them a sound: 


PHGEREE 
Ayin 


Sound Eee ed a 
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You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Relax, scan the QR codes and enjoy the music. 








The Eyes of 
the Lord 





Psalm 150 
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My God will 
hear me 








Shabbath Shalom 


You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Just Counting! 


BY NOW, AFTER you have learned the alphabet, you 
should not feel intimidated looking at the same script that 


appeared on page X. 
Recognising the Consonants 


You can do this exercise below. Scan through the 
Hebrew text slowly from right to left and start counting the 
number of each consonant: 


: 7 IST O81 O77 ONS ON NIB PNT 
amy otn 3B-Dy WATT A ANT PANT 
som a >oy nana oOR n 

STANT TNT oy TN 

ody Oya sie Titooy ody NP 
SWAT Pai NT Ps 

men? RIP TWAT OF TAN?! EPctey NIPN 
STAN OP IPATAN AWwoAN 


Number of | Consonant} Number of} Consonant | Number of | Consonant 
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Recognising the Niqquods 


Find at least five of the following niqquods. Tick V in the 
box beside once you have found five niqquods. If there are 
less than five niqquods, just write how many you can find. 


gamats 
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Word Search 


CAN YOU FIND the following Hebrew words for each 
of the following niqquods hidden in the box? This exercise 
will train your eyes to recognise the consonants and the 
nigqquods. 


y 


Ab 
J 
2 
= 





hireq prrn 

hétem ODM 

shuruq pre 

shewa NV 

qubbuts Y= 

(Hint: They appear from left to right or from top to bottom. To 


find the words, look for the first letter of the alphabet and work 
your way through. See answer on page 73) 


A| 








You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Interlude 


Starting to Read Hebrew 





Hebrew Vowels Two Hebrew 
by Sigal Zohar Vowels 





[= 


ae a 
Learning to Read Learning to Read 
Hebrew Syllables Hebrew without 


Vowels 


oh 
owe "a 





Learning to Type 
Genesis 1:1 Hebrew Letters 
and Niqquods 
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Zooming in on the Syllables 





NOW WE ZOOM in on the syllables. Syllables are made 
up of consonants and the niqquods. The consonants and 
niqquods are the bricks and mortar in a language. 


This is similar in most languages. It is comforting to 
know that Hebrew works the same way as well. In the chart 
given below, there are some examples of syllables arranged 
from long to short vowels. 


Can you try to pronounce the syllables? 
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Now, try to see if you are able to read the following 
syllables from right to left. For all the vowels, I have 
arranged them from long to short vowel. 





You can go on with the other consonants to form syllables 


together with the niqquods. It is really straightforward. 


If Beth 3 is a ‘b’, and you put one dot below which 
represents the i-vowel, you will get 2. The syllable is 
pronounced as bi. 


Hey +1 works like the ‘h’ in the English language, and 
if you put one dot above it 51, the sound of the syllable 
becomes, ho. 


If you put three dots below the letter Pey By you will 
get the syllable pu. Now, does this all make sense to you? 


For more practice, you can also play with the game on 
this site (http://hebrewverb.hul.huji.ac.il/newtest/run_swf.html) 
to learn the pronunciation of Hebrew words. You will need 
to find a browser such as Microsoft Explorer that supports 
Adobe Flash Player. 


Although the words introduced in this website are 
mainly from Modern Hebrew, this will give you some idea 
how to read the syllables using Hebrew consonants and the 
dots and dashes. 
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Reading Hebrew Words 


(ena 


Transliteration: 


we-ha-a-re-tz 





THE TIME HAS finally come for you to read some Hebrew 
words. You have learned what you need to be able to start 
reading the Hebrew words. 


In most books on learning Hebrew, they use 
transliteration to help you with pronunciation of words. 


However, it is more important to learn the alphabet and 
read the words syllable-by-syllable than to use any form of 
transliteration. Therefore, in this book, the transliteration 
will be avoided, unless it is necessary. 

By working your way through the pronunciation using 
the syllables with the original Hebrew letters, this will help 
you more than if you start using the transliteration. 


This Makes Sense 


Each word is made up of syllables. Each syllable, in turn, 
is made up of a few Hebrew consonants and the niqquods. So, 
once you can recognise the Hebrew letters and the niqquods, 
you should be able to read the Hebrew text. 


Put in another way: A word is made up of syllables; 
therefore, in order to be able to read a word, you just have 
to break it into syllables to read them one by one. 
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Look at the word which means ‘the earth’ and try to 
recognise the consonants and the niqquods. Remember, 


Hebrew is read from the right. 


ears ease 


Nigaeedl |_| eae | et | nite) eet | Beare 
meaning 


Don’t worry about the meaning yet. Now, let’s try to 





see how to pronounce these words: 


How do you pronounce this Syllables Hebrew word 
word? 


a 
: 


O° 
fl 


Once you know how to pronounce the syllables, you 





will be able to pronounce the word. This is the start of your 
journey in reading the Hebrew Bible. 


Exercise: 


Try to break these words into syllables. The first one 
has been done for you. 


ae | 
n 
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You Can't Read Hebrew? 
Just Do It! 


TO LEARN TO read the Hebrew text, you have to start 
reading the Hebrew text right away. 


It doesn’t matter that you do not understand what you 
read. Soon, you will enrich your vocabulary. This was, after 
all, how I learned to read the Hebrew Bible. 


The more you do this, the faster it will be for you to 
learn to read the Hebrew Bible. If you wait until you can 
read confidently the words, you will never do it. 


Here are some texts for you to work your way through 
the Hebrew Bible. 


Psalm 136:1-5 
:§mon adiy> »> aioe mim atin 
:4non obiy5 »> oiSyt ied atin 
:§non a9 > ooNT24N9 rin 
:4mon oF4y> »> a5 nid43 nina newd 
:dnon odiyd -> nnana own neLd 
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Ruth 1:1-2 
7782 27771 own by 2 
axip wa aad atin and man wx 7b 
27937307 INON1 NIT 
“ae Ow) 02 IAN OT TDN wT OD 
maT? or? MB SNES [731 [17 123 
2 OW 7774 ania 1 183" 


Ezekiel 43:1-5 
JIT Tb Ws ave aves adi 
4 OTP 
OPT TTI Na ONTO? “oN TaD TAM 


PST PINT] O37 OP Pip Hip) 
217257 

TNA “PRT IWS ANI ANID 
mista toons oow> wha coe RT wx 
DEN) TAD ON OND TWN TEID 
PB ON 

TWN WY TTT May NB TIT? TBD 
OPT TTI Tae 

UP IET WSN ON Be AAT OREM 

2 AT MYT TNA N29 ABT 
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Numbers 6:24-26 
PTT] TT 2727 
Pa) PPS PB! TWAT WN 
sOHOw 57 WT FPN TAB! TITY NB” 


Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
Tos mim avddy min Sete: pad 
swear Soni 7225-523 aOR mI? ON NAAN 
PTT 223 


Psalm 150:1-5 
ray yepqa m>$n wraps Ss79n ae bon 
45a 345 19550 pnanaaa wm>>a 
274357 Saga mda apie vena amdda 
sayy oama 55m Sinai aha wm>5n 
:myin ozSxa imd>o pow oxdua amdda 
smo7ad>a a S>am nawan 5D 
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Interlude 


Additional Aids for Learning Biblical Hebrew 





Learning to Introduction to Perfect 
Pronounce AlephBeth Hebrew Pronunciation 





Oe. 
40 Minutes to Gutturals and 
Learning Hebrew Resh 








A =, i 
lec: 
The Hebrew Biblical Hebrew 
Vowels Grammar 
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Building Vocabulary 


WHEN you were born, you could only cry when you 
wanted some milk. Most toddlers start to pick up words 
like ‘food’ or ‘eat’ after they learn to say ‘Papa’ and ‘Mama’. 


Before long, the child starts to say, “Mama, I want to eat!” 
Then, she learns to protest, “Mama, I don’t like veggies.” 
She picks up new words that she hears the adults saying 
and sometimes while watching some cartoon movies. She 


is now able to construct sentences with these new words. 


By the time she goes to school, she starts learning new 
words every day. Before long, she is able to read thick 
novels, involve in a public debate with her opponents and 


even write books. 


Isn’t this amazing? Learning a new language is indeed 
a journey we take on in life. So, decide today that you will 
embark on this journey to learn Hebrew. 


Build Your Vocabulary 


You can start doing your own Hebrew flashcards or get 
some from the local Christian bookshop. 


There are also plenty of vocabulary flashcards available 
from both Ankiweb.Net and Memrise.com. The more you go 
through your flashcards and the more you read the Hebrew 
Bible, the faster it is for you to build your vocabulary. 


When I first started, I could not even read a single word 
in the Hebrew Bible. Now, when I read the familiar text that 
I have worked through, I can explain the meaning of most 
of the words. 
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Flashcards are very useful to help you build your 
Hebrew vocabulary. They help us to remember words, 
especially if the word relates to our daily life. God used the 
same teaching method to remind the people of Israel of his 
commandments: 

“You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.” 

This same line is repeated twice in the book of 
Deuteronomy (6:9 and 11:20). It is a cue to the Israelites that 
they are to constantly remind themselves if they want to 
learn something. 

Borrowed Words 

Words are often borrowed from other languages. Those 
who know Malay, for example, are at an advantage when 
they want to learn the Hebrew vocabulary. 

A lot of Malay words are taken from the Arabic 
language. Both Hebrew and Arabic belong to the Semitic 
group of languages. 


Here are some examples: 


Zakar Male zakar 
a es 


Allah The God (f 
a e God (for my by Al, 


Muslims) Elah (Aramaic) 
God or gods (for 
pagan Arabs) 
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In fact, a lot of names in the Malay and Indonesian Bible 
have their origin in Hebrew. 


Examples are given below: 


Musa Moses 5 Mo’seh 
> — 


a) 


“ apa 
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Short Phrases to Remember 


THERE ARE SOME common short phrases that you can 


memorise once you are ready. 


I will provide some good ones that you can learn and 
repeat every day as a reminder. Can you now try to work 
through it? 


This is a very common phrase we use to praise the Lord! 
Can you recognise the word? 
m 195A 
Elohim is often known as the Living God: 
nn ody 
Yeshua Hamashiach or Jesus the Messiah: 


Mw yw? 


This was what Elohim said to Moses when Moses asked 
Him for His name, “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14): 


TTS TWAS TTS 


Psalm 136 is a psalm that sings about God and His 
everlasting (Oo? iv ) lovingkindness (WON ); Here is 
a phrase which is repeated 26 times in the whole psalm. 
Every verse ends with the phrase which is translated as 


“His lovingkindness is everlasting”: 

rion obi »p 
When you want to say, “The Lord bless you and keep you,” 
(as in the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:24-26), you say: 


PHO TIA? DIF? 
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This phrase often appears in the Bible, “And God said”: 
Dori TANT 


Sometimes, it appears as, “And the Lord calls out...” 


Dri NIP" 


The God who is near: 


4pm ONT 
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Some Peculiarities 


EZEKIEL LOOKS AT Robert, wondering why the 
Englishman cannot make things simple by saying, 


"Oxpin "38" 


It simply means, “T Ezekiel.” 


Unlike English, nominal sentences like the above 
example are common in Hebrew. A nominal sentence in 
Hebrew is a sentence that does not have an explicit verb. 
This may sound peculiar to an English speaking person, as 
a sentence in Hebrew can go without a verb. 


Therefore, the English speaker would say, “I am 
Samuel” but, in Hebrew, it is just, “I Samuel.” 


In every language, there are peculiarities. Before you 
proceed to learn further, there are some things that you need 
to be exposed to. This will help you when you progress in 
your learning of Biblical Hebrew. 


Most Hebrew words are made up of just three 
consonants. The same root word can appear in different 
forms in terms of whether it is active or passive and the 
intensity of the relationship between the parties involved. 
This is called the Binyanim. For now, you do not have to 
worry about it! 


You will learn more as you progress in your Hebrew 
journey. For now, you can just develop some idea of how 
the language works. 
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Plural Nouns 
To make a word plural, in English, we put the ‘s’ suffix 
to the noun. In Hebrew, we add the suffix O7-. Here are 


some examples: 


so 
oe 


Sro%6 


Gender-Sensitive Nouns 





In Hebrew, we differentiate the gender of a noun by just 
adding a suffix 1] to the noun. 





You will also learn that in Hebrew, the possessive 
pronouns are also gender-sensitive. This is quite different 
from English. For example, for the word ‘foot’ iv a7), 
when we refer to the second person masculine, in English, 
we Say, ‘Your foot.’ But in Hebrew, it is simply by adding 
the suffix 7] to the word 27 for a male person, and | for 
a female person. 
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Gender-Sensitive Verbs 


I have listed the general rules below. You can determine 
whether it is a male or a female, and whether it is a singular 
or plural by looking at the suffixes. An example is also 
given, with the word ‘he kept’ or 3. What this means 
is that, in Hebrew, although we have the pronouns, we do 
not follow the same construction as the English language. 
For example, when we want to say, “I kept,” we do not 
write lal] "IN. Instead, we just use one word and one 


suffix, & “AT” 


PERFECT/ PAST TENSE (QATAL VERBS) 
SINGULAR 


First 5 First 

Person I did XXX | Person We did 
I kept : a iz ile We kept 

Masculine ~ | Masculine = 

aimel2) You kept 7 = 3 

Second Second 

Person XXX | Person You did [Eixxx 

Feminine =| Feminine - 
You kept ig ie ial You kept I 7 ml ile 

Third Third 

Person He did XXX | Person They did ‘IXXx 

Masculine ~ | Masculine - 

He kept They kept 1 | iA v 

Third Third 

Person She did mI XXX | Person They did ‘IXXx 

Feminine ° Ai 

She kept it al in v They kept 1 2 ia wv 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVOpGgZFz-I 


a 
Second : 
Person a 
n 





og 





You Can't Read Hebrew? 


Different Forms of the Verbs 


In Hebrew, you just have to change the niqquods, add 
the prefixes (before the word) or the suffixes (after the 
word) to the same root word. There are, of course, some 
principles that you will need to follow but for now, it’s 


good to just have a feel. 


The weak and 

3 Beth strong dagesh 
il A dagesh is a dot right in 
Gimmel Gimmel the middle of the letter. We 
call these the beged'kepet? 
7 Daleth al alphabets, comprising the 


six letters with the weak 
dagesh. 


These are known as the 
weak dagesh because they 
exist within the letters of 





the alphabet as just another 
form of the letter. 


However, there is another type of dagesh that we call 
the strong dagesh. This exists in a letter apart from the above 
examples. What they do is to require the reader to give 
additional attention to the letter when pronouncing the 
syllable. When transliterated, this often carries the same 
letter twice. Here are some examples: 





The great haggadol be 4 a 
a | 
i 


?Notice the six letters of the alphabet (bgdkpt) that represent the Hebrew 
letters with a weak dagesh. 
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The Vocal and Silent Shewa 


The Shew2é is vocal if it is at the beginning of a word. It 
lends the e-vowel sound to the syllable. For example, 


Ke-bo-a-nah ‘ 
e-bo-a-n. a 3 x 5 5 

Ge-de-rah (name of a city in 

Joshua 15:36) mm 7 Ta 


The Shewdé is silent if it is at the closing of a syllable. It 
does not give an e-vowel sound to the syllable. 


Way-yish-lah 


Tiq-wah 








If there are two Shewd next to each other, the first one is 
a silent Shewd followed by a vocal Shew4é. 





a 


Adjective Follows the Pattern of the Noun 


In Hebrew, the adjective follows the pattern of the 
noun. For example, if we add a 7 to the noun to show its 
femininity, we have to also add the 7 to the adjective that 
describes the noun. 


6I 
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For example, we want to say, “The man is big,” we 
write it as: 


pa aS 
Now, supposing if we want to say, “The woman is big”, 
we would have to add a1 to the adjective; hence, it will be: 


mba nx 


If we want to use an adjective to a plural noun, we also 
do the same by adding the suffix to the adjective. 


For example, “The horse is big” is written as: 
DAT DIO 


When we want to say that “the horses are big”, we have 

to add the suffix to both the noun and the adjective. 
moana oro 
Finally, in Hebrew, every noun is either masculine or 
feminine. This has been the case since the ancient days. Ina 
patriarchal society, it is understandable that most nouns are 
male, unless indicated otherwise. This is why if you refer to 
page 59, you will notice that when the verb does not have 
any pronoun suffix, it automatically refers to a male person. 


There are some other examples of peculiarities in the 
Hebrew language. All you need now is to just get some 
exposure so that you will be able to follow the lessons 
taught in a good Hebrew class. 
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Our Rich Heritage 


LEARNING TO READ Hebrew is the key that you need to 
open the door to a beautiful world outside. 


Because our Old Testament is written in ancient 
Hebrew, we have such a great heritage right from the days 
of Abraham and Sarah. We call this our Hebraic roots. 


To be able to exegete the Old Testament, we cannot help 
but learn to exegete the text using its original language. 
Great theologians and preachers of the Word of God are 
able to dig deep into the text because they learnt and 
understood both Hebrew and Greek. Most great scientists 
in the past were also students of either one of the biblical 
languages. 


I will give you some examples: 


O tre word ‘HaShem’ may sound like the name of a 
person. However, the Hebrew word is own. What this 
means is simply: ‘The Name.’ Whenever a Jewish rabbi sees 
God’s Name which is written as F1 WW v he feels unworthy 
to even pronounce the Name but he would say with great 
reverence, own . In Ezekiel 43, we read that own came 
into the temple, with the sound of many waters and the 
earth shone with His glory. 


Odia you know how the name Jesus came about? 
During His time spent with His family and His disciples, 
they would have called him, y WwW or Yeshua in Hebrew. 
This is a shortening of acommon name in Hebrew, ry, win : 


(Yehoshua) which means ‘Saviour.’ 
The name Yehoshua Y wan : is made up of two parts: 


e ="Yeho-" iW which is another way of writing God’s 
name, T}777 
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° "shua" Y 1 which is a noun that gives the meaning of 
a shout for rescue. It is "a cry for help" or "a saving cry". 

Imagine the jet fighter is about the crash and the pilot 
screaming over the radio, V I instead of “Mayday, 
Mayday!” 


Yehoshua 





This perfect picture of who our Saviour is, is somehow 
lost when the name was gradually translated from Hebrew 
to Greek, and from Greek to Latin, and finally, we have the 
name Jesus. Until we understand the original meaning of 
the name, we would not be able to grasp the true meaning 
of the name Jesus. 


ee 





aoe 


O tnis Jesus was crucified on a hill known e the place of 
ni 


a skull. In Hebrew, the word is Gulgoleth (4 4). This 
brings us to Numbers 1:2 where a census was decreed. We 
get a better insight into the meaning of the word Golgotha 
from the usage of the word, ono; ; a5 (loeSulegoeloetam) 
which is translated as “head-by-head’. The headcount had 
to be done head-by-head. Indeed, by His death on the hill of 
Gulgoleth, Jesus paid for the penalty of sins, and it is meant 
for anyone and everyone who receives Him. Are we willing 
to be part of this headcount? 
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© when we read Exodus 20:4, in the New American 

Standard Bible, it says: “You shall not make for yourself an 

idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the water under the earth.” 

208 J 7 Tey NY 

TW A731 

YN] DDD OWA 

TW) NOD PISA 

yas? non! O72 

Because the English language does not differentiate 
between the plural and the singular form of you, we cannot 
be sure if God addressed the Israelites as a people or 
individually. 

Thankfully, the Hebrew language differentiates the 
plural from the singular you with the use of one letter 7] 
in the word, 7] f From here, we know that, although there 
were thousands of Israelites standing before Moses, yet the 
Ten Commandments were given to them as individuals. 
The ‘you’ in the singular emphasises their personal and 
ethical character. 


© There are countless of other examples, but it is good to 
know that Hebrew names have meanings behind them. Do 
you know what King Saul’s name represents? Although he 
was the first king over Israel, his name SaNw uses the 
same consonants for the word, Sheol INY, which means 
(Oh! Oh!), ‘the place where the dead go’. If you replace the last 
letter with the sofit nun ] you will get the word TINY, 
which means ‘destruction.’ That’s really not a good name to 
have. No wonder after Saul was converted along the road to 
Damascus, his name was changed to Paul. 


65 








You Can't Read Hebrew? 


© Did you know that the word 7 py (almond) is derived 

from the root word “J ou (which means, to keep watch, be 
vigilant, or be awake)? Somehow this idea is lost when we 
read the passage in Jeremiah 1:11-12: 


“The word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘What do you 
see, Jeremiah?’ And I said, ‘I see a rod of an almond tree.’ 
Then the Lord said to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am 


mn 


watching over My word to perform it. 


Now, we understand Hebrew words for almond and 
being watchful are from the same roots. God was using 
the almond rod to explain about His calling to Jeremiah to 
be always watchful. The almond tree is always “watchful/ 
awake”. It is also the first tree that blossoms every year, 
while other trees continue their winter slumber. 
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Resources Available 


THESE DAYS, THERE are plenty of resources that can help 
you learn Hebrew. Each resource material is designed for 
a specific purpose. This book, for example, is to bridge the 
Valley of Intimidation that separates you from the Hebrew 
Bible and hence, depriving you of our rich Hebraic roots. 


Most of these resources are available on the Internet. 
Therefore, if you are really serious about learning the 
Hebrew language, you should also pick up some IT literacy. 
You need to be able to download the applications onto your 
smart phone, too. 


Interlinear Bibles 


There are many interlinear Bibles available for free. 
You can use www.biblehub.com, www.biblegateway.com, www. 
youversion.com, TheBible.com, BlueLetterBible.Org, Bible.IS 


and many more. 


All you need to do is to search for Hebrew Bible or 
Hebrew-English Interlinear Bible. You have to pick one that 
you find most suitable for you. 


You can also invest in the Hebrew Bible on Accordance 
or Logos. This will give you access to a wonderful pool of 
knowledge. By highlighting on a particular Hebrew word 
that you do not know, you can instantly see the meaning of 
the word. You can also purchase the Hebrew audio Bible on 
Accordance. This will allow you to follow closely the way 
how the text is being read to check your pronunciation. I 
use Accordance a lot because it is like a one-stop centre. 


For a free copy of the Hebrew Bible, you can download 
from here: 


e = http://www.firstsundayapril.infolabout_pics/ 
thetanakh.pdf 
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© = http://www.eericlevy.com/Revel/Bible/HebrewOT.pdf 


There are also free Hebrew Bible readers that you 
can download to your mobile phone. Search for Hebrew 
Bible reader on Google Play or Play Store. You can also 
use this link to access the Bible reader: http://www. 
animatedhebrew.com/reader/ot/index.html 


Flashcards 


You can create your own flashcards. Or, you can visit 
these links to access the flashcards prepared by other 
students of Hebrew: 


Course A: https://decks.memrise.com/course/437754/biblical- 
hebrew-a-vocab]/ 


Course B: https://decks.memrise.com/course/551824/biblical- 
hebrew-b-vocab/ 


Course C: https://decks.memrise.com/course/582843/biblical- 
hebrew-c-vocab-2/ 


This is a very useful way to remember new words. You 
can also place cards all over the place. Soon, these words 
will become part of your vocabulary. 


There are also other memory 
aids that can be used. Recently, I 
Z| ? A 5 set the dates on my mobile phone 
Thursday, 3 October to include the Jewish calendar. 
fade That way, I can learn the months 
in a year. I started on 1 Tishri 
co emell 
— 5780 being the New Year (Rosh 





Hashana) in the Jewish calendar. After one or two years, 
the names of the months would stick with me, without 
having to go through the memorisation of the months. 
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Apps on Mobile phones 


These days, with smartphones, it is possible to turn 
them into our language tutor. There are a number of 
applications that you can download on your phone. Just 
search for ‘Hebrew’ and you will get a number of Apps that 
will help you learn Hebrew. 


My 8-year-old girl loves to play the Hebrew word game. 
While travelling home, she has some “idle” time. That's 
when I allow her to use my mobile phone to access the 
Hebrew app. We even learn words from Modern Hebrew 
together to add to our vocabulary. 


Hebrew Lexicons and Dictionaries 


It is important to invest in a good Hebrew Lexicon and 
/ or Biblical Hebrew dictionary. Some of these are available 
online. Accordance, for example, also has the Hebrew 
Lexicon and Bible dictionaries that come along with the 
Learner’s Package. 


With the Lexicons, you have to know the root word in 
order to search for the meaning of a word. Good lexicons 
will shed light to the words that you read in your Hebrew 
Bible. 


Sing Some Hebrew Songs 
Most of us can remember better when we sing songs. 


Songs are also a good way to relax the minds. As you sing, 
you will pick up the vocabulary as well. 


Calligraphy Pens 


Anumber of bookshops sell calligraphy pens which are 
useful for writing Hebrew. They are specially designed 
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Nd MASEL EPI IAS 





for Chinese calligraphy but can also be used for writing 
Hebrew. 


Familiarise yourself with your 
Hebrew keyboard 


You can download the Hebrew keyboard on your 
laptop and smartphones. For Microsoft, go to “Settings”, 
look for “Time & Languages” and pick “Languages”. 
Add preferred language “Hebrew” to your list. You can 
then switch between English and Hebrew using the same 
keyboard. 


For both Android and Apple phones, go to “Settings”, 
choose “General” and look for “Keyboard”. Add new 
keyboards to the phone. 


It will take some practice to be able to type with the 
Hebrew keyboard as they are not arranged in the same 
order as the keyboard for the English alphabet that we are 
already familiar with. 


Start A Community of Learners 


Proverbs 27:17 says, “Iron sharpens iron, so one man 
sharpens another.” 

In learning a language, we need a group of friends. It is 
easy these days to set up a chat group strictly on learning 
Hebrew. Get members to post new words that they learn. 

You can also get members of your cell group to embark 
on the journey together. Once you have learned to read the 
Hebrew Bible, you can do it once a week for 15 minutes. 
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Plug Yourself into a Programme Proper 


In order to learn Hebrew, it is necessary for you to 
attend classes. There are also e-classes available online 
which you need to pay in US Dollars, and this can be quite 


expensive. 


Most seminaries would offer Biblical Hebrew modules 
which allows you to do it consistently through a period of 
six months to a year. 


There will also be workshops available. It is important 
for you to plug yourself into a chat group with people 
having the same interest. That way, you will be informed of 
any workshops on Hebrew that are available. 


Start them Young 


As you learn Hebrew yourself, encourage your children 
to do it together with you. Start them young and someday, 
they will be grateful to you for having encouraged them to 
learn Hebrew. 


Get a seminary student who has learned Hebrew or is 
still learning the language to teach a few words to Sunday 
School children every week. We all learn by having the 
exposure to new words every day. Many of us are familiar 
with Greek words because they appear in our daily 
vocabulary or our pastors use these words in their sermons. 
For example, baptizo, agape, philo and pneuma. We should do 
the same with Hebrew so that the younger generation will 
find it easy to learn the language later on in life. 


As a child, I used to hear the song, Shalom Chaverim but 
I did not know it was a Hebrew song until I started learning 
Hebrew. Now, I know the meaning of the words that I sing. 
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Keep Learning! 


THIS BOOK IS SPECIALLY designed to help you start 
learning Hebrew from Ground Zero. You will need to build 
on this foundation with the bricks and mortar. 


It is my prayer that this book will help you to no longer 
feel intimidated when you see a Hebrew text; thereafter, 
I pray that you will embark on your journey to learning 
Hebrew. It is a lifelong learning experience. 


There are really no shortcuts to learning a language but 
your love for Elohim will drive you to learn the language 
which will help you to better understand your Old 
Testament. 


The reason why I am able to pick up the language 
within just four months is because of my passion to learn it. 
Passion is what drives us to achieve great things. Without 
passion, you will never get anywhere in life. Likewise, it 
may take you four years to learn what you could have done 


in four months! 


Many of us have a lot of idle time that we can occupy 
with the learning of Hebrew. Those who us who complain 
that we do not have time in fact do have a lot of time to 
waste on watching a video or reading messages on social 
media. We wait for our clients or our children, and time is 
always wasted that way. With your mobile phone now, you 
can turn it into a learning tool! 


Elohim has given us so many resources that we no 
longer have any excuse if we do not learn the language. 
There are books and language packs available from 
bookshops. With the Internet resources online that are also 
easily accessible, you will not regret it when you use the 
Search engine to look for some keywords such as ‘Hebrew’, 
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‘niqquods’, ‘Hebrew songs’, to mention a few. With these 
resources available to us for free, you will be able to learn 
the language so much better than those who have no access 
to the Internet. 

So, may the Lord bless you richly as you learn Hebrew! 


Amen and Amen. 


Answer to Word Search on page 41 
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Interlude 


Relax, scan the QR codes and enjoy the music. 





Psalm 23 Psalm 23 
version 1 version 2 





Kadosh, Kadosh, 
Kadosh 


[=] 
we 
F-; 
Oe er 


Shalom Chaverim Shema Israel 





sr ml 
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Appendix 
Vocabulary 

shofar 751 
father my, 
mother ON 
mountain TW 
stream, river “| ma J 
shalom, peace nid wv 
people, nation OV 
young man, lad “YJ 
towards ON 


from ] ia 
no, not x 5 


he said “| iN 
he saw rl NT 
Adam, mankind DIS 


i) 
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he said TINT 
Bethlchem ono ma 
clean 7718 
food, bread on y, 
cymbal "2803 
fish A] 
big Pa 
big fish Pa M7 
— as 
ian ade mayan 
darkness wn 
hovering nM 7 
— pinn 
upon, or above “Sy 
water ap 
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heavens 
Hebrew 
he created 
name 

sea 

child 
hand 
king 

man 

dust 
between 
he walked 
morning, 


good 


Dt 
ame, 
x72 
oy 
Q" 
zi 
= 
12 
BY 
[= 
q20 
“p2 
210 
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